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holJlings in Honduras with suspicious, 

Hat unidentifiable , marking®. 

«. Ob 5 lt| the Honduran government publicly 

char ged two Guatemalan consuls vith subversive 
activities end closed the two consulate® on 
north coast. 

t. Guatemalan ambassador ia Honduras recalled on 
6 May tor consultation. 

0 t Communist literature inciting to strike found in 
area — origin undetermined . 

i, lea reported preparing to cross border from 

Guatemala 1 Honduran troop® now patrolling border. 

10, Cowunist General Confederation of Guatemalan 
Markers (CGTG) issues statement 7 lay offering 
"moral and economic support** to strikers* 

II, The strike appears shrewdly timed to coincide with growing 
political rivalries over the Honduran presidential and 
congressional ©lections due 10 October. 

H, geughly even three-way political split as elections 


1 , nationalist Party — nominated 80 year old ex- 

dictator Tiburcio Carlas, who ruled country with 
strong hand 1033-48 . 






Approved For Release 2002/ 



25X1 


b. Carlas claims to be only candidate capable of 
dealing with Communist threat. 

2. Reformist Party supporters of president Salves 
who split from Matioaalistss and nominated General 
Abraham williams,. pro-SS, anti-Co»*unist, Yiee 
President under Carlas. 

3. liberal Party - Traditional opposition party, 
mow believed infiltrated by Communists. Candi- 
date: Sr. Ramon YILL2DA Morales. 

B. Carias is therefore likely to exploit current strike in 
attempt to show need for his strong hand. 

C. hack, of decisive government action re present strike 
could be pretext for coup by Carias. 

1ft* The Bonduran government is probably able to main- 

, tain-- order,, at least temporarily, in strike zone. 

A, Time far the strikers have remained orderly and appear 
unarmed, except for their machetes. 

B. Troops in the area were promptly reinforced and control 
most major points , 
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civil and military l«*4»r§ on the scene have 


a ssist e d company officials in attempts to negotiate 
with strikers. 

X, It fans been difficult, however, to find repre- 
seatative strike committee with which to »e~ 


got late. 

Since workers* wages and benefits are actually less than 
those of United Fruit employees in neighboring countries, 
the strike is susceptible to varied Communist exploitation. 
A, H o n dur a n politicians are, for the apst part, notably 
smive with respect to Communist tactics and might 


grant Communists an entering wedge In political scene 
in return for a strike settlement . 


8, laMSmms&ist leftists in Honduras are likely to 
Synpittrl m Wi th strikers, especially if Communist 
direction is not established. 

■fc ", 

C. gat Iona 1 1st ic, anti~tfS sentiments are being stirred 
8 throughout Central America where the tfnited Fruit 
Company is a strong emotional issue. 
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